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Gold Star Pins:
Everything You Need to Know
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“All gave some. Some gave all.”
~ Howard William Osterkamp

The Gold Star Lapel Button and the Lapel Button for Next of Kin of Deceased Personnel officially represent a military loss. They are presented to the surviving family members of our brave men and women who die while on active military duty in service to our nation.
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 Sgt. Maj. of the Army on GoldStarPins.org



The families of service members who made the ultimate sacrifice deserve our respect, gratitude, and the very best support we can provide.  It is an honor and a privilege to maintain this site as a way to assist, inform, honor, educate, and support the memory of those who gave everything in service to our nation.
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 The Pin
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 The Pledge
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 UNSUNG HEROES
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 SURVIVOR STORY: REBECCA

  [image: ]
[image: ]


 SURVIVOR STORY: HAZEL
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 SURVIVOR STORY: PHIL
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 SURVIVOR STORY: MATT
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 GOLD STAR MOTHER’S DAY: JENNIFER
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  GOLD STAR MOTHER’S DAY: BRENDA




Symbols of Honor
When you see someone wearing either the Gold Star or Next of Kin Lapel Button, know that he or she has lost a loved one who selflessly served our nation.
Please explore our site to learn more about what you can do to remember, respect, and honor our fallen service members and their surviving families who wear the Gold Star or Next of Kin Lapel Buttons.
#MemorialDay: #Remember, #Respect, #Honor the Fallen | https://t.co/pGgDrRDPKh | #goldstarpins, #MemorialDayWeekend pic.twitter.com/9jALF2knNx
— FORSCOM (@FORSCOM) May 29, 2016
 
Where Did Gold Star Pins Come From?
Since World War I, a gold star has been the symbol used to identify and commemorate family members who have lost a loved one in war.
The Gold Star lapel pin that is in use today was established by an Act of Congress on August 1, 1947 (Public Law 80-306 Chapter 426), as the officially recognized symbol to identify widows, parents, and next of kin of US military service members killed in military operations, as defined by the law.
“Over 7,000 United States service members have died in the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq since the onset of “the global war on terror” which unofficially began Sept. 11, 2001.
More than 16,000 have died of other causes in that time. Gold Star families have borne the losses, and Defense Department officials want Americans – especially those serving in the department – to understand what the Gold Star lapel pin and Next of Kin lapel pins mean.”
 ~ Department of Defense
While the law was enacted in 1947, it is retroactively inclusive of all service members killed in World War I (April 6, 1917, to March 3, 1921) and World War II (September 8, 1939, to July 25, 1947).
The pins were created ”to recognize the sacrifices of so many,” said Deborah Skillman, the program director at the Military Community and Family Policy Office in the Pentagon.
Who did you #RunToHonor today? #GoldStarPins pic.twitter.com/9N0Inmmwsy
— U.S. Army (@USArmy) October 12, 2014
 
In accordance with section 1126, title 10, United States Code, “Gold star lapel button: eligibility and distribution,” the Gold Star Lapel Button is provided by the Secretary of the Military Department concerned to identify widows, parents and next-of-kin of members of the U.S. Armed Forces who lost their lives:
	During World War I (April 6, 1917, to March 3, 1921);
	During World War II (September 8, 1939, to July 25, 1947);
	During any subsequent period of armed hostilities in which the U.S. was engaged before July 1, 1958; or
	After June 30, 1958, while:

	engaged in an action against a U.S. enemy; or
	engaged in military operations involving conflict with an opposing foreign force; or
	serving with friendly foreign forces engaged in an armed conflict in which the U.S. is not a belligerent party against an opposing armed force; or

	After March 28, 1973, as a result of:

	an international terrorist attack against the U.S. or a foreign nation friendly to the U.S., recognized as an attack by the Secretary of the Military Department concerned; or
	military operations while serving outside the U.S. (including the commonwealths, territories, and possessions of the U.S.), as part of a peacekeeping force.

	Lebanon, July 1, 1958 to November 1, 1958
	Republic of Vietnam, July 1, 1958 to March 28, 1973
	Quemoy and Matsu Islands, August 23, 1958 to June 1, 1963
	Taiwan Straits, August 23, 1958 to January 1, 1959
	U.S. operations in direct support of the United Nations in the Congo, July 14, 1960 to September 1, 1962
	U.S. operations of assistance to the Republic of Laos, April 19, 1961 to October 7, 1962
	Berlin, August 14, 1961 to June 1, 1963
	Cuba, October 24, 1962 to June 1, 1963
	Congo, November 23, 1964 to November 27, 1964
	Dominican Republic, April 28, 1965 to September 21, 1966
	Korea, October 1, 1966 to June 30, 1974
	Cambodia, March 29, 1973 to August 15, 1973
	Thailand, March 29, 1973 to August 15, 1973
	Cambodia, April 11, 1975 to April 13, 1975
	Vietnam, April 29, 1975 to April 30, 1975
	Mayaguez Operation, May 15, 1975
	Lebanon, June 1983 to
	Grenadan Operation, October 23, 1983 to November 21, 1983
	Operation Eldorado Canyon, April 2, 1986 to April 17, 1986
	Panama, December 20, 1989 to January 31, 1990
	Desert Shield/Desert Storm, August 2, 1990 to November 30, 1995
	Haiti, September 16, 1994 to March 31, 1995
	Somalia, December 5, 1992 to March 31, 1995
	Operations in the Persian Gulf, November 30, 1995 to (to be determined)
	Operations in and around the Former Republic of Yugoslavia, December 20, 1996 to June 20, 1998 and any subsequent operations as may be announced by the Secretary of Defense.
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 SURVIVOR STORY: JENNIFER
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 GOLD STAR MOTHER’S AND FAMILIES DAY: DANETTE and RON
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 GOLD STAR SPOUSES DAY: NAOMI





Helpful Resources For Widows, Families, & Survivors:


Army (USA)
	United States Army
	Casualty Assistance
	My Army Benefits
	Survivor Benefits
	Survivor Outreach Services

Social Media
	Facebook
	Flickr
	Pinterest
	Twitter
	YouTube



Navy (USN)
	United States Navy
	Gold Star Program
	Navy SEAL Foundation (NSF)
	Survivor Benefits
	Tragedy Assistance/Survivor Support (NSF)

Social Media
	Facebook
	Flickr
	Instagram
	Pinterest
	Snapchat
	Twitter
	YouTube





Air Force (USAF)
	United States Air Force
	Air Force Families Forever
	Air Force Mortuary Affairs Operations
	Survivor Benefits

Social Media
	Facebook
	Flickr
	Instagram
	Twitter
	YouTube



Marine Corps (USMC)
	United States Marine Corps
	Gold Star Families
	Long Term Assistance Program

Social Media
	Facebook
	Flickr
	Individual USMC Unit Social Media (516+)
	Instagram
	Snapchat
	Twitter
	YouTube





Coast Guard (USCG)
	United States Coast Guard
	Coast Guard Foundation – Family Support

Social Media
	Facebook
	Flickr
	Instagram
	LinkedIn
	Twitter
	YouTube



National Guard
	National Guard

Social Media
	Facebook
	Flickr
	Instagram
	Twitter
	YouTube





Other Resources
	A Soldier’s Child Foundation
	American Red Cross
	American Widow Project
	Arlington National Cemetery
	Armed Forces Services Corporation
	Army and Air Force Mutual Aid Association 
	Bereavement Counseling (VA)
	Blue Star Mothers of America
	Children of Fallen Patriots
	Children of Fallen Soldiers Relief Fund
	Defense Finance and Accounting Service
	Department of Defense Websites
	Department of Veterans Affairs: Apply for and manage the VA benefits and services you’ve earned as a Veteran, Servicemember, or family member—like health care, disability, education, and much more.
	Fish Head Leather
	Folds of Honor
	Folded Flag Foundation
	Gold Star Awareness
	Gold Star Dads
	Gold Star Mothers
	Gold Star Wives of America
	Got Your Back Network
	Intrepid Fallen Heroes Fund
	Legal Funding
	Make Money Online
	Military Connection
	Military Funeral Honors
	Military OneSource
	National Association of County Veterans Service Officers
	National Resource Directory
	Office of Survivors Assistance (VA)
	Operation HomeFront
	Operation Protect Veterans
	Operation We Are Here – Grief Support
	Purple Heart
	Service Flags
	Snowball Express
	Social Security Administration
	Society of Military Widows
	The Michael Strange Foundation:  The Michael Strange Foundation provides unconditional support and services to families of recently fallen service members so that the healing process can begin. Services are provided by professionals in several fields and also by those who have suffered similar losses.
	Thrift Savings Plan
	Tragedy Assistance Program for Survivors (T.A.P.S.)
	TRICARE
	USO – Support For Families of the Fallen
	Veteran Mentor Network
	Veterans’ Wives International Network
	Women Veterans Connect
	Workers Comp Lawsuit Loans



Helpful Resources




About Gold Star Legal Funding
Gold Star Legal Funding is a disabled veteran-owned, nationwide lawsuit funding company. We proudly support GoldStarPins.org and the Gold Star Pins program, as well as many other veteran-owned and veteran support organizations.
Gold Star provides non-recourse lawsuit funding (often called lawsuit loans or settlement funding) to injured plaintiffs involved in personal injury and employment lawsuits. Some of our most popular personal injury loans are car accident loans and workers comp loans. You can also visit our Ineligible Cases.
The financing we provide is non-recourse, which means a plaintiff is only required to repay their advance if they win their case. If they lose or their case doesn’t settle, they owe us nothing.
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